DRAKE UNIVERSITY BANDS

QUESTIONS WITH ANSWERS
QUESTION: WHAT TYPES OF BANDS ARE AVAILABLE AT DRAKE UNIVERSITY?
ANSWER: The Drake University Band Program is composed of ensembles for instrumentalists of all abilities and interests.  The ensemble offerings include Marching Band, Wind Symphony, Symphonic Band, Jazz Ensembles, and Bulldog Brass.

QUESTION: DO I HAVE TO BE A MUSIC MAJOR TO BE INVOLVED IN THE BAND PROGRAM?
ANSWER: All bands are open to students from any academic area at the university.  Many Drake Band members are non-music majors.

QUESTION:  AM I A GOOD ENOUGH PLAYER FOR THE DRAKE BANDS?
ANSWER: Yes! If you have an interest in performing, there is a place for you in the band program.

QUESTION: IS ACADEMIC CREDIT AVAILABLE FOR PARTICIPATION IN THE BAND?
ANSWER: All bands at Drake are academic courses for which you receive one credit per ensemble for each semester of participation. Many students use participation in the bands to fulfill their Fine Arts (AOI) requirement for the Drake Curriculum.
QUESTION: WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS OF PARTICIPATING IN THE BAND PROGRAM?
ANSWER: The primary benefit of your participation is a first-rate musical experience.  The Drake Bands have a proud tradition of excellence in performance.  Participation in one or more of the bands gives you the opportunity to grow musically and personally.  You will meet and overcome challenges while gaining friendships with people of similar interests.  After graduation your participation in the band program will benefit you in your search for employment.  Employers seek well-rounded individuals who have been active in collegiate activities outside their major field.

QUESTION: ARE THERE AUDITIONS FOR ACCEPTANCE INTO THE BAND PROGRAM?

ANSWER: There are no auditions for acceptance into the marching band.  Everyone who wishes to participate is accepted. Placement auditions are held for the Drum Line. Auditions are required for the Wind Symphony, Symphonic Band, and Jazz Ensembles.  These auditions are used to gauge your musical ability and to place you in the ensemble best suited to your interests and ability.

QUESTION: I REALLY WANT TO BE IN BAND, BUT I AM AFRAID THAT I WON'T HAVE ENOUGH TIME.

ANSWER: This statement speaks well of the concerns and academic goals of Drake students.  Participation in the band program will not compromise these goals. Rather, it will enhance them!
Drake Bands do not require a major time commitment.  All bands follow a set rehearsal schedule.   The Marching Band meets M-W-TH from 4:00-5:30 with a rehearsal on Fridays from 4:00-5:30 during the week of home football games.  THAT'S IT! The Drake Bands are interested in your success as a student.  We prioritize your time commitments as we pursue creative excellence.
QUESTION: IS THERE A BAND CAMP FOR MARCHING BAND BEFORE THE SEMESTER BEGINS?
ANSWER: No, there is no band camp before the semester. We begin rehearsals on the first day of classes, so students will not need to move into their dorms early.
QUESTION: WHAT IF I HAVE A CLASS CONFLICT WITH REHEARSAL TIMES?

ANSWER:  Most class conflicts can be eliminated through careful scheduling during pre-registration.  If a legitimate conflict does exist with rehearsal times, you are allowed one class conflict per week.  In cases where more than one conflict exists an arrangement may be worked out with the Band Faculty.

QUESTION: ARE THERE ANY EXTRA FEES FOR INSTRUMENTS, LOCKERS OR TRAVEL?

ANSWER: Unlike many major universities, Drake does not assess any fees for instrument usage or lockers.  When the bands travel, all costs with the exception of meals are handled by the band program. 
QUESTION: DO I HAVE TO PARTICIPATE IN BOTH THE MARCHING BAND AND THE CONCERT PROGRAM?

ANSWER: If you are a music major, music minor, or music scholarship recipient, the answer is yes.  If you are a non-major, not receiving a music scholarship, you do not have to participate in both facets of the program.  Generally speaking it is desirable to begin your participation at the start of fall semester and continue, rather than joining the program after the marching season.

QUESTION: HOW DO I BECOME A MEMBER OF BULLDOG BRASS (BASKETBALL BAND)?

ANSWER: Membership for Bulldog Brass is taken from the marching band and concert organizations. Sign-up/auditions for this group are held prior to the start of the basketball season.

QUESTION: HOW CAN I BE SURE TO GET BAND ON MY SCHEDULE?
ANSWER: If you are interested in Marching Band, Concert Band, Wind Ensemble or Wind Symphony, register for Music 148.  If you are interested in Jazz Ensemble, register for Music 145. Bulldog Brass is a non-credit band offering for which students receive monetary compensation.
If you have any further questions, please call the Drake University Band office at (515) 271-3164, or e-mail du.bands@drake.edu.
